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Issue” and read at least two of the articles. Do the authors 
explain the rationale of using mixed methods in their 
research? Do you think their explanation is justified given 
their research question? Would an alternative method have 
been better?

3.	 Go to the National Criminal Justice Reference Service web-
site (http://www.ncjrs.gov) and search for the term mixed 
methods. Find at least two studies that have used a mixed-
methods approach. What strengths did this approach pro-
vide the study compared with using only one of the methods?

Critiquing Research

1.	 Do you find the idea of a meta-analysis (or “study of studies”) 
convincing? Find a review study on crime from the Camp-
bell Collaboration (http://www.campbellcollaboration 
.org/). Give at least two reasons why conclusions reached 
in this review may be more convincing than conclusions 
reached by the individual studies alone.

2.	 Using a case study provided in this chapter, list two ways the 
study may have been improved, such as the sample, the meas-
urement of concepts, and the selection of methods to study 
the research question(s). If you were going to design a study to 
investigate the same research question, provide an outline of 
the methodological and measurement strategy you would use.

Making Research Ethical

1.	 You learned in this book that Sampson and Raudenbush 
(1999) had observers drive down neighborhood streets in 
Chicago and record the level of disorder they observed. What 
should have been the observers’ response if they observed a 
crime in progress? What if they just suspected that a crime was 
going to occur? What if the crime was a drug dealer interact-
ing with a driver at a curb? What if it was a prostitute soliciting 
a customer? What, if any, ethical obligation does a researcher 
studying a neighborhood have to residents in that neighbor-
hood? Should research results be shared at a neighborhood 
forum or community meeting?

2.	 Some research investigating the effects of alcohol have actu-
ally had research subjects drink to the point of intoxication 
(Exum, 2002). If you were a student member of your univer-
sity’s institutional review board, would you vote to approve 
a study such as this? Why or why not? Would you ban an 
experiment that involves alcohol altogether or would you 
set certain criteria for the experimental conditions? What 
would such criteria be? What about female students who 
may be potentially pregnant? Can you think of any circum-
stances in which you would allow an experiment involving 
the administration of illegal drugs?

Developing a Research Proposal

Now is the time to mix your methods.

1.	 Add a component involving a second method to your 
research proposal. If you already developed alternative 
approaches in answer to the exercises in earlier chapters, 
just write a justification for these additions that point out the 
potential benefits.

2.	 Consider the possible inf luences of social context factors 
on the variables pertinent to your research question. Write 
a rationale for including a test for contextual influences in 
your proposed research.

3.	 Describe a method for studying the contextual influences in 
Question 2.

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise
Dataset Description
2013 YRBS.sav The 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) is a national study of high school students. It focuses on 

gauging various behaviors and experiences of the adolescent population, including substance use and 
some victimization.

Monitoring the future 
2013 grade 10.sav

This dataset contains variables from the 2013 Monitoring the Future (MTF) study. These data cover a 
national sample of tenth graders, with a focus on monitoring substance use and abuse. 


